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Publiſhed by the Avrion: 


The Knowledge of National Benefits. and Deliverances 
"tranſmitted to the Riſing Generation. A SERMON 
preached on a fifth of November: 


The DzaTH of SAMUEL, and the LAMENTATION of 
Is AEL confidered and improved. A SERMON oc- 
caſioned by the Death of Mr. SAMUEL WiLToN. 


An Ord DBE. A Szixox occafioned by the 
Death of Mr. Muren. 


Zion BUILT) THE GLoxy or Taz Lon b. A 
SERMON preached at a Monthly Exerciſe, Feb. 
19, 1783, on account of the ftate of Public 
Affairs. 


A Hint or Apvics To PROTESTANT Dis- 
SENTERS On a DEcisIoN, in the Honourable 
the Houſe of Commons, on a MoT1ow for the 
REePEat; of the TEST and CorroRAFioN Ars. 

Price 6d. 


. B. What remained of the above Publications 

on the death of Mr. BuckLanD, Bookſeller, 
are in the hands of Mr. Twomas Cop, 
Bookſeller, Bucklerſbury, London. 


. 4 = 
4 $3 * iS | war RY "4 4 1 £ „ 2 N bi «4 * . 7 ; x * & ** 4 4 5 
; * x $ 4 #34 * * * & 4 * * 4 * 1 ” 2 4 ed . YL T6 8 F * 11 4 
* * a 
7＋ * — , "IM 
r * # &S4. "2 n 1 7 8 f s 
: * „ ö * 4 4 * N * * 
* 
( . * , 
* 5; % hots 4 ; F© 4 1 * ++ « # 4! * A1: 4 5 * 111 5 "i F Fa 0 : 1 84 . 7 Qs 
j 474444 #4 54 $ +8 AAS 3 41 : y . 
4/ - : 
55 4 * N 
RS. p 3 * Ws p $2. Is . * i: Fa * 
N x + [ Y + *%..» F o p , a - 
> 2 1 1 1 An ws 5 # * wt, : \ 
3 * ; 
x . 
a - o . * A * A { 
- 
* 4* 
* y i . 1 
MP * r & þ 1 9 * * „0 9 N; - KS 
P 12 # O. - 7 \ $z I 4 wt "4 8 1 4 
- * 2 — 
| FF, *. $ a , : Ts 
. 1 * 18 2 75 + 1 7 : * 1 1 * 9 k 
QTY ; * IIS L725 30s _ To 
* 
— ant - * - 
x * 7 - 8 p * 
; Fg e he rp es ee 14 FCN r 
* of a i 4 4 * + aw ab # - W + : : 
, 1 F . 
* * [4 1 / 0 . 9 
* * * * * 3 „ 7 
** 5 ; 2 28 of of 8” 113 250 a | 
; fo $A „„. $4 a” 9 a” / * 4 
"FO ty 1 
- * 4 * £ 4 * * 2 dae I F. . X 1 * wat SA 3 1 * : * * + . 2 — R ; 
. r ths "> & Hh Ve LIES DEE + 4K $1354 & a 3 
* d . — 
4 ! . 
N % 2 81 Ry 8 7 » 1 2 6 1 x * 8098 S % 
* * 'S x 3 27 1 : , X 7 {+ 1 5 L 4 7 + z * * x 
ö 4 1 A 8 th 73 TYRES £2 : „ * ” * 4 2 © 
. * . 4 * 4 
0 m 'E 7 DF | 
* ' £ A —w „ * * * ” - *,44 $* * AY « FA 
« 2 1 we 133 . ** . 1 | # 7 * * 23 4” A 8 # 1 8 0 1 ' > s .& % . 
| "4 i 
. : * va & . 
; 4 * 4% i 4 73 o _ . , 
, . 4 1 1 0 — i ; "= 0 . 7 4 * 7 
E BESS; 3450 BEI AE ( * 
* 1 3 s | 9 yp 
«4 * 


1 


i MN. . a; or og: er Ne WATCH- 
Max sAlD, THE. MORNING. COMETH,, AND ALSO | 
THE. NIGHT : 25 IF. YE. n ENQUIRE, ENQUIRE 


f 17 
7 3 
- f . 0 . 

R ETURN COM 1 7 5 : 

| 8 þ |} 1 : 45 5 22 1 

g » 5 E: . = 7 # 4 45 4 4 f 

* = 
x" 4 8 »* * I 1 x.% * * * 
* F * 9 1 4 _ 
& * +. — — * £5 þ s. * * * 1 . x * * 


et is part of a fhort prophety of no 

heap interpretation. Whether Dumah is | 
a part of Arabia 'peopled by the deſcendants of 

Dumah, 4 fon of Iſhmael: or whether we are to 
underſtand by it Idumæa, whoſe inhabitants were | 


"the Edomites ; are nice queſtions, the diſeuſſion 
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were likely to ariſe. As one 


1 2 1 
of which has no relation to the buſineſs of this 
ſolemn day. The prophecy contains a warning 


of approaching danger; and an earneſt exhortation 
to take the neceſſary ſteps to prevent it: and al- 


though, for the want of a more compleat hiſtory 
of thoſe times, there is / ſome difficulty attending 


its explication, the application of it is eaſy. 


We have here a queſtion put by one who deephy 
felt for the ſafety and welfare of the Public, while 
many in thoſe times were careleſs and fecure. He 
was anxious to know what events had ariſen, or 

3 one who was in earneſt; 
he repeats the queſtion, © Watchman, what of the 
er night? Watchman, what of the night? 


This ferious and ſtriking queſtion is put to a 
proper perſon; one of the Lord's Prophets. 
Miniſters, in theſe vines,” if well; inſtructed, pious, 
faithful, are Watchmen, They have their watch 
tower: und it is their office to take their ſtand: 


there, and to obſerve, with the utmoſt attention, 


the ways of God, and the works of men. They 
are to provide, to the utmoſt of that abiſity God 
bas given them, chat all may. be fafe—toiſdtind 


the alarm of danger the moment they ſee it to- 
| admoniſn and reſtrain che diſorderly to guide the 
benighted, enquirer—and 1 to r the approach 


| + y : x 
Cy* TED , * C #4 n _ a 


* * * 1 „ = . * vs 


. 3 T 30 4 
8 3 . 


of that glorious. day, for, which the believing world 
waits, when they ſhall be ſo happy as to ſee its 
: dawn. They are the advanced. Guard in the 

martial field. They are to watch the enemy | 
obſerve their movements —and to report every 
thing intereſting they ſee. They are to be faithful 
to their truſt—chooſe rather to die than berray i ir. 


8 On % 95 1 

This Country has ſeen many tvighseproſperany 
happy days. ., Beſides taking the lead among man- 
kind in every thing good and great; there have 
been times when her arms have been ſucceſsful 
almoſt beyond example; when her alliance Was 
ſought by the moſt powerful nations; when in 
commerce, arts and learning, the had ſcarce a 
rival when ſhe was the known aſylum of the, op- 
preſt and perſecuted when God was in the midit 
of her, and © the Spirit of glory and of God reſted 
upon her. — But theſe bright days are-paſt, Is not 
the preſent time, in ſome painful ſenſe, the night of 
Britain? Do not heavy clouds hang oyer us; and 
have we not ſeen the ſhades become gradually 
_ darker? That this js the night of Britain with 
reſpect to our Public Apairs, and the fate of Virtue 
and Piety among us, will errear from what fp 
for. JOU attention, | 
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In reply to the queſtion ee Watchman, what F 
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SN that gave v vs birth, and * the intereſts 
of. which « our own are blended——what report has he 
to wake, if ſuppoſed, | at once, obſervant and 
fail thful ? | . 


You well know in what a war we are engaged 
a War, the very object of Which has never been 
lard before the public mind, nor What f is to be ef. 
fected by the Allied Powers. before its termination. 
You need no derail of the events "that have ariſen; 
and cannot but perceive | that the proſpect is 
dark and gloomy : : and 1 am” perſuaded there 
are thoſe among my kearers who deeply feel on 
their Country! s'account; I am ſorry to report that 
the ſtare of our public affairs, which calls vs 
rogeth er this day, wears a till darker aſpect than 


Vhen we laſt met for humiliation and prayer. Af. 


ter all the expence of blood and treaſure - the 
many millions expended, 'and the thouſands of vor 
brave Cuntrymen who have fallen—the reſtoration 
of peace (an event ſo ardently to be wiſhed, in com- 

paſſion to human Kind) ſeems as far, if not far- 


ther, removed than ever. Notwithſtanding the 


military {kill and bravery of our Troops, and of 


thoſe in alliance with us in the wars ſuch! is either 
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BE 
the cauſe i in which. they are engaged, or the dif- 
ficulties they have to ſurmount, that inſtead of 


making any , deciſive impreſſion on the nation we 
are contending with, their arms have made a rapid, 


W aſtoniſhing progreſs. Beſides their ſucceſs in 


uſtrian F landers ; ; the progreſs, they have made 
in t the | interior of Spain; the number of captures 


of « our Merchantmen, far beyond all paſt example; 


they have ſo far prevailed (aiged by a froſt uncom 


monly long and ſevere) as to have it in their 
power t to give law to a neighbouring ſtate, of no 


ſmall importance in the ſcale of Europe, and 
| þound to this Country, not only by * ente 


but * a foleran T Rar. 
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lk the report was ta 8 here (keeping. out 1 


fight the accumulating burdens laid upon the peo- 


ple for the ſupport of a war expenſiye beyond any 
thing in the hiſtory of this Country—the baneful 


effects of the war on, not a few of, our Trades 


and Manufacture and the preſent very high price 


of all the neceſfaries of. life without exception, 


- 


and the conſeguent diſtreſſes of vaſt numbers of 


of our poor) it would even then be more un- 


happy and diſaſtrous than any ane uni of 
Britain can furniſh. - - 


fi} 


But while I fay hs fk n= of the 
bra e. of my countrymen, of the remaining 
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1 reſources of my country, and ſuch my confidence 
in the government of God, that, were it not from 
the circumſtance of - being haunted ' by ſuſpicions 
reſpecting the juſtice and goodneſs of the , cauſe, 
I: and what I cannot but know of the prevalence of 
vice and fin among us; I ſhould think fear 4 
li) diſgrace. The neglect of God in the various and 
aftoniſhing ways in which he has reyealed himſelf 
to man, is, after all, the door at which our preſent 
calamities muſt be laid. It is not dn the arms of 
[| te French, or their enterpriſing ſpirit, but in our 
1 departure from God, that our danger lies, And, 
i# chat there is reaſon for the beſt friends of Britain 
i to ſay with David, © my fleſh'trembleth for fear 
4 4 of God, and I am afraid of his judgments,” will 
I . be alas? too apparent from the report which the 

N Watchman muſt make when aſked © what of che 
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| A He Is a painful report to make as to the pre- 
6 vailing want of Principle in all claſſes of men. There 
4 is a great defect as to the pains taken to diſcover 
what is right, and of firmneſs and ſpirit to adhere 
to it when diſcovered. It is not to be ſuppoſed 
that men's views of right and wrong can change 
as their language and conduct are ofven known to 
do. The human mind cannot be that pliant, 
= tractable 
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| craftable thing. A man's opinions may change, 
and ſhiould always follow reaſon and argument. 
But when we find men, on a change of outward 
circumſtances, or on their coming into the ſunſhine 
of court favour, ſo altered as to be known only by 
the tone of voice or caſt of features — when thoſe 
very ſchemes which had been long and deliberately 
weigbed, and which were conſidered, by them- 
ſelves, and held forth to others, as inſeparably con- 
nected with the deareſt intereſts of their country, 
are dropped and diſcountenanced as ſoon as Titles, 
Places and Emoluments are obtained; no conclu- 
ſion can be drawn favourable to principle. I am 
ſtrangely miſtaken as to the nature and powers of 
the ſoul, if any thing ſhort of a miracle could work 
ſuch a ſudden and total revolution in opinion as is 
neceſſary to reſcue many from one of the heavieſt 
and moſt diſgraceful charges that can be brought 
againſt a man. Oh, that inceſſant racking about 
for perſonal advantage—that perpetual ſtriving to 
be on the top of the wheel, whatever former pro- 
feſſions, or great and public intereſts may be over- 
thrown f It generates diftruſt and ſuſpicion, vnder- 
mines the comfort of man, breaks aſunder every 
bocial bond, and is an inſult on the human cha- 
racter. When an aſſent and conſent is given, and 
this on oath, to articles of faith as true and divine, 
us 2 ſtep to eccleſiaſtical preferment ; of which ar- 
ticles, i believed, no notice is taken in future 
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miniltraticns; principle i is not, certainly, then molk 
Prominent fen in the piece. 28 
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This want of principle i is confined to 1 no particu- 
lar rank in civil life. We find it among all orders 
and deſcriptions of r men. It lies at the foundation 
of what is now generally conſidered as the grand 
political evil. Not a few of thoſe on whom the 
choĩce of the Repreſentatives of the nation in Parlia- 
ment devolves, will transfer their own valuable in- 
tereſts, and thoſe of their fellow ſubjects, for ſome 
paltry conſideration, into hands that prove them- 
felves improper and unſafe by their preſenting the 
bait. However, They who are bought ſhould be 
the laſt to complain if they are e fold. 


The grand cauſe of complaint in the loweſt 
claſſes of life, is this want of principle. ' Notwich- 
ſtanding the many advantages afforded them in early 
inſtruction by that benevolence which is the virtue 
of the age; and, like a ſtar, ſhines brighter by rea- 
fon of the darkneſs of the nights. Something 
is wanted ſtill to engage them to ſuch a beha- 
viour as would ſecure their own advantage, and 
the eſte em and confidence of their employers. 
In numberleſs inſtances every attempt fails to at- 
tach them to thoſe in whoſe families they dwell, 
and who would be happy to render them eaſy and 
comfortable 1 in their ſervice, They ſet * an in- 
A tereſt 

9 


1 I 
tereſt of their own entirely ſeparate from theits 
whoſe bread they ear, and whoſe wages they re- 
ceive; and are often loſt or the very kindneſſes 
| ſhewn them. 


The Watchman, if faithful to his truſt, muſt 
report a lamentable Omiſſion of ſome of the firſt and 
moſt obvious Duties ; and a great degree of Careleſs- 
neſs, Negligence and Formality in them. 


It is a painful truth that conſcience is not 
made of Prayer, of reading and ſtudying the word 
of God, and of retirement for holy meditation, as 
it once was, or as it might be expected ſuch a pri- 
vileged people as we are would make it. It is 
not for me to ſay what is the proportion of thoſe 
who keep at a diſtance from the Throne of Grace— 
who never unboſom their ſouls in prayer to God— 
who never apply their hearts to the word of God 
ho know not what it is to read even a chapter 
with this thought, © theſe are the living words of 
ec the living God: they are addreſt to me: let me 
te now find out the divine mind and will: let me 
© now read as for the life of my immortal ſoul, 
te the beſt intereſts of which God has conſulted in 
ce the revelation he has given.” What the pro- 
portion of thoſe who are ſtrangers at home; 
never ſeriouſly enquiring how matters ſtand be- 
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tween God and them; the Watchman. knows 
not: but it is certainly ſuch as may humble, and 
alarm us. Almoſt any thing will ſuffice as an ex- 
cuſe for multitudes to lay aſide duties of a very 


high and important nature: and we have too much 
reaſon to fear there are thoſe, not a few, who are 


glad when they can find an excuſe,---And where cer- 
tain great duties are not entirely laid aſide, there is a 
Careleſneſs, Negligence, and Formality too apparent 
in them. In this night.of our Country we ſeem 
but half refolved. It is not with © purpoſe of 
heart. we cleave to the Lord.“ The heart is. 
not in our praying, reading and hearing, as God 
muſt expect, and as our profeſſion, and the beſt 
intereſt of our ſouls require. While the concerns 
of the world, and its pleaſures, fill the thoughts 
of men, employ their tongues, and are purſued 
with unremitted attention ; the moſt 1 important 
concerns we can poſſibly know; the concerns of 
the ſoul and eternity ; are but ſeldom thought on: 
religion is not made eur buſineſs: and with reſpect 
to many who make a profeſſion, the Watchman 
cannot diſcover from their temper, converſe or 
conduct, what it is they believe. From this luke- 
warm ſpirit which has crept in, and which is 


making rapid progreſs among us, we have, my 
Mlends, much to e the total omiſſion 


of duties, and the negligence and careleſneſs with 
which they are performed]; there is, in theſe times, 
| | a great 


- 


k 

2 great formality diſcernib'e in them. We go to 
them ' unprepared ; without due thought and re- 
flection. There was a time when not a few of our 
Anceſtors uniformly contrived that the worldly 
buſineſs of the week ſhould end ſome hours before 
the week itſelf, with a particular view to the ap- 
proaching ſabbath ; and when domeſtic affairs were 
ſo adjuſted as not to interfere, in the degree they 
do at preſent, with the duties of that ſacred day. 
J do not ſay that it is impoſſible for formality, -or- 
even hypocriſy, to hide themſelves under ſuch an 
apparent reſpect for the ſabbath, and concern for 
a due preparation of mind to engage in its duties: 
but it is highly improbable they ſhould. Where 
are pains now taken to get the ſoul into a ſuitable 
frame previous to an attendance upon God in his 
houſe and worſhip? I am afraid that many go to 
the houſe of God, and join in its worſhip, merely 
becauſe they have been accuſtomed to do it; and 
not with David's feeling, when he ſaid, © As the 
ce hart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo pant- 
« eth my ſoul after thee, O God.“ After all the 
conceſſions I can make as to appearances being 
no certain proof of realities, I muſt ſay they are 
now become ſuch in our worſhipping aſſemblies, as 
to leave no very favourable impreſſions on the 
mind as to devotion, ſeriouſneſs, or even ſincerity. 
In ſome there is a certain reſtleſneſs obſervable ; 
in others a conſtant roving of the eye; in others a 
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tween God and them; the Watchman: knows 
not: but it is certainly ſuch as may humble, and 


alarm us. Almoſt any thing will ſuffice as an ex- 


cuſe for multitudes to lay aſide duties of a very 


high and important nature: and we have too much 


reaſon to fear there are thoſe, not a few, who are 


glad when they can find an excuſe. And where cer- 


tain great duties are not entirely laid aſide, there is a 
Careleſneſs, Negligence, and Formality too apparent 
in them. In this night.of our Country we ſeem 
but half reſolved. It is not with © purpoſe of 
heart. we cleave to the Lord.“ The heart is 
not in our praying, reading and hearing, as God 
muſt expect, and as our profeſſion, and the [beſt 
intereſt of our ſouls require. While the concerns 
of the world, and its pleaſures, fill the thoughts 
of men, employ their tongues, and are purſued 
with unremitted attention ; the moſt i important 


concerns we can poſſibly know; the concerns of 


the ſoul and eternity; are but ſeldom thought on: 
religion is not made eur buſineſs: and with reſpect 
to many who make a profeſſion, the Watchman 
cannot diſcover from their temper, converſe or 
conduct, what it is they believe. From this luke- 
warm ſpirit which has crept in, and which is 
making rapid progreſs among us, we have, my 
friends, much to fear.—Beſides the total omiſſion 
of duties, and the negligence and careleſneſs with 
which they are performed; there is, in theſe times, 
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2 great formality diſcernib'e in them, We go to 
them unprepared; without due thought and re- 
flection. There was a time when not a few of our 
Anceſtors uniformly contrived that the worldly 
buſineſs of the week ſhould end ſome hours before 
the week itſelf, with a particular view to the ap- 
proaching ſabbath ; and when domeſtic affairs were 
ſo adjuſted as not to interfere, in the degree they 
do at preſent, with the duties of that ſacred day. 
J do not fay that it is impoſſible for formality, -or- 
even hypocriſy, to hide themſelves under ſuch an 
apparent reſpect for the ſabbath, and concern for 
a due preparation of mind to engage in its duties: 
but it is highly improbable they ſhould. Where 
are pains now taken to get the ſoul into a ſuitable 
frame previous to an attendance upon God in his 
houſe and worſhip? I am afraid that many go to 
the houſe of God, and join in its worſhip, merely 
becauſe they have been accuſtomed to do it; and 
not with David's feeling, when he ſaid, « As the 
ce hart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo pant- 
« eth my ſoul after thee, O God.“ After all the 
conceſſions I can make as to appearances being 
no certain proof of realities, I muſt ſay they are 
now become ſuch in our worſhipping aſſemblies, as 
to leave no very favourable impreſſions on the 
mind as to devotion, ſeriouſneſs, or even ſincerity. 
In ſome there is a certain reſtleſneſs obſervable ; 

in others a conſtant roving of the eye; in others a 
3:3 i Tl Vacant 
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When we compare their ſuppoſed number, with 


11 


vacant look, and idle poſture; which are ſuch in- 


dications of an inſincere, light and trifling mind, 
as muſt be admitted in the judgment of charity 
herſelf. And when public duties are over, how 


few are there in theſe times who, before the ſab- 
bath cloſes, endeavour to recollect what they have 
heard, and to get each ſerious impreſſion renewed. 


that was made upon the mind—who examine what 


affections were in exerciſe ; what reception they have 
reaſon to hope they met with at the throne of 


grace; what purpoſes and reſolutions have acquired 


freſh ſtrength; and what real, ſolid advantage 


they have gained by their ane kae on God! 


With reſpect to many it is much to be feared that 
Sabbaths and Sacraments come and go, and the 
enſuing weeks find them as cold and lifeleſs as 


Ever. 


In this night of our Country, the Watchman 
has an unfavorable report to make as to the man- 
ner in which the Sabbath is ſpent. Profaned by 
ſome; idled away by others. How ſmall a por- 
tion of time is one day in ſeven to devote, more 


immediately, to our ſouls and God! And yet, by 


how many does it ſeem to be thought too much! 


What proportion of the Inhabitants of London 


can we imagine attend the public worſhip of 
God on any one ſabbath throughout the year? 


the 
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the places. of | worſhip belonging fo the various 


Fa YF 


Sects ; and think how few of thoſe places, in com- 
pariſon, are tolerably filled ; may I venture to ſap 
that public, outward, reſpe& is paid to God by 
one tenth part of the people? I wiſh that I could, 
I cannot but fear that the reſolving this queſtion, 
(could it be done) would be to our aſtoniſhment, 
Though the ſouls of men need ſuch a day as the 
ſabbath; though its proper employment has the 
moſt evident tendency to check us in our too eager. 
purſuit of preſent things to ſet God, Chriſt, 
Judgment and eternity before us—and to promote 
aur beſt and moſt eſſential intereſts; it is trifled 
away by ſome, and made a day of pleaſure and 
diſſipation by others. Where are our Nobility and 
Gentry, with their train of Attendants, on the Sab- 
bath? Are they in the Palace of God—in the 


Courts of the King of kings—paying their de- 


votions there: to which they are bound by every 
principle valuable to the foul ef man? Why 
that perpetual inveighing againſt the infidelity and 
atheiſm of another country, while they are dif- 
covered at home by the faireſt and moſt 
obvious deductions. © By their fruits ye ſhall 


know them.” The profanation of the Sabbath is 


pregnant, not only with private, but public ills; 


anarchy, confuſion and every evil work. He wha 


contributes to it by his example, or any other 
way, is an e and traitor to his country, what 
ever 
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ever language he may hold. It is much to be 


wiſhed by the beſt friends of order and religion, 


that no objects of great and high attraction ſhould 
be held out to the people on any part of the Lord's 
day, which may be urged in excuſe, by many, for 
miſpending and profaning it; beſides, eventually, 
leading to expences which ſome can ill afford. TI 
may be miſtaken as to thoſe concerts of ſacred 


muſic, of which we often hear, as an entertain- 


ment for the evening of the Sabbath. 'There can 
be no charm in the word ſacred, no devotion in 


ſounds, however harmonious ; and if devotional. 


thoughts and affections do not accompany theſe 


- muſical performances, I ſee little difference between 


them as a ſabbath evening entertainment, and thoſe 
which are almoſt univerſally condemned. The 
introduction of Cards on the Lord's day was 2 
thing ſo contrary to its deſign, and ſo abhorrent to 
the mind, that it was not till of late that many 
could believe it to be fact. They had no concep- 
tion that ſuch a cool, deliberate affront could be 


offered to God, or the human mind, Some Pro- 


feſſors you will find employed on the Lord's day, 
in adjuſting their accounts for time, while their 
final account that on which eternity depends 
remains unſettled—unthought on. Others are on 
Journies ; travelling the whole day ; when there is 
no plea either of neceſſity or mercy, And with 


reſpe& to many of thofe who frequent the houſe of 
; l God 3 


J 
; 
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God; it is much to be feared they reap no advan- 


tage except what the ſight of friends, or curioſity 
indulged, may afford. 


' When the queſtion is Watchman, what of the 
night?” he muſt, if faithful, report the neglect of 
the Scriptures in the family and the chofet. In the 
families of many who wear the chriſtian name, that 
book which came from God—that book in which 
God himſelf is ſpeaking to fallen creatures on 
the moſt important concerns they can poſſibly 
know—that book in which a Saviour is revealed 
and tendered—that book which is the charter of all 
the hopes of the believing world---that hook for 
which Martyrs bled; and our Forefathers fo nobly 
ſtruggled, and by which we ſhall all be judged; 
lies in ſome duſty corner, not touched, not 
thought on.—And I am afraid that theſe Scrip- 
tures, notwithſtanding their divine atteſtation, and 
wondrous effects, in the hands of the Divine 
Spirit, on the hearts and lives of men; are as much 
neglected in the Cloſet, We have not our ſet times 
to read the word of God, as our Fathers had; nor 
does it appear that we think it a matter of that 
moment to enter into it, and to get our hearts af- 

feed with, and moulded by it, as they did. If 
ſome portion of the word of God was read daily 
with attention; and if what was read, was accom- 
it panied 
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panied with prayer; the Watchman would not 


have the preſent ſum of ignorance, vice and fin to 
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report. 


- In anſwer to the queſtion © What of the night? 
the watchman muſt report a great negle& in 
the Heads of Families. The Turks have a Proverb, 
The fiſh ſtinks firſt at the head.” Neglect of 


clear and obvious duties in Heads of Families, is 


one of the alarming ſymptoms of the age. It can- 
not be denied that conſcience is not made as it 
once was, of aſſembling their families, morning 
and evening, for praiſe and prayer. Altars are not 


ſet up in the houſes of profeſſors as heretofore. 


Many that were ſtanding in the laſt age, and even 
2 few years ago; from which incenſe aſcended 
daily, acceptable to God through Jeſus Chriſt ;” 
are now in ruins: and fo little attention is ſhewn to 
keep others in repair, that it is much to be feared 


they will not ſtand long. When there is hut one 


facrifice offered in the day; the morning, but not 
the evening; or the evening, but not the morn- 
ing; unleſs circumſtances are clearly ſuch that 
there cannot be both; the altar begins to ſhake: 
and when it is approached only on the evening of 
the Lord's day, it is juſt falling. However rea- 
ſonable, delightful, beneficial, Family-worſhip is-— 
however happy its probable influence on the 
morals and religion of members of families, yet, 
| in 


1 L 

in the houſes of thouſands, and tens of thouſands, 
even of thoſe who make a profeſſion, there is'no 
ſuch thing to be ſeen, I know not where a Father 
appears ſo great as when officiating as a Prieſt in 
his own houſe: certainly not in the great Senate of 
the land, or even on the Chief Magiſtrate's ſeat, 
Where this office, holy, honourable, great, and of 
heavenly origin, is ſurrendered, through that falſe 
modeſty and diffidence, unworthy the Chriſtian, 
and the Man; or any other cauſe; let not its na- 
tural conſequences be wondered at, in parental au- 
thority and influence weakened, and filial reſpect 
and duty loſt.— The negle& of Family Worſhip is 
generally attended with that of - Family Infrution. 
It is painful to think of the report the Watch- 
man has to make of the degree in which Heads of 
Families have caſt off the care of the ſouls God 
has committed to them. They not only neglect 
thoſe of their Servants, but their very Children. 
They inſtruct neither in the great and fundamental 
articles of our holy religion, though they cannot 
but know they will want, through life, the beſt 
principles deeply implanted i in the mind. Joſhua's 
reſolution, © As for r me, and my houſe, we will ſerve 
ce the Lord,” is not their reſolution. If their Ser- 
vants ſerve them, it is a matter of no moment 
whether they ferve_God or not: and if their Chil- 
dren have ſome external accompliſhments 
| ſomething the world admires—they ſeem to think 
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it enough; as if there were no Hell for them to 


|| ſbun, no Heaven to win, no Saviour to receive, no 
A God to pleaſe, and no world to exiſt in but this, 
[Þ Though it muſt be acknowledged the beſt exertions 
1 of the beſt of Parents cannot, infallibly, ſecure the 
nn virtue and piety of their Children; it is much to 
[| be apprehended that the preſent unpromiſing caft : 
5 and character of the young are, in no ſmall degree, 


ro be traced to Parental neglect. Nor can they be 
wholly excuſed who are at the head of public, or 

1 more private Schools. The knowledge of God, 
„ Chriſt, and divine things, has not that proportion 


|| of attention paid to it which its vaſt importance de- 

i, mands. I leave it to thofe who know what Schools 

i in general are, to judge whether ſufficient pains are | 
[| | taken to inculcate divine truths' on the minds of the ; 
? young, and to engage them on the ſide of virtue and | 
i religion. Does it appear that education is conſidered 2 | 
| that great, weighty and ſolemn truſt it really is; | 
1 and that the whole deſtination of human beings en- 1 
ö ters as materially into the plan as it ſhould ? | i 
4 To this report, of great and important duties 
4 neglected, I might: add a catalogue of Sins which | 
f do no leſs characterize the times, and cauſe the g 
"i preſent night of our Country. It 18 but a few I 3 
| ji; muſt now report. EX 3 | 


1 T 
. * : : . — N , 


HA 


0 bY 


That Pride, « neyer made ſor man; which 
leaſt becomes guilty, dying, creatures; and at the 
root of which the whole of the Redeemer's under. 
taking, doctrine, | example, death and mediation, 
ſtrikes; is to be ſeen every where pride in dreſs, 
wealth, titles, equipage, blood, the gifts of nature, 
and, ſometimes, in thoſe of grace itſelf, What is 
only for a day——what fades as we look upon it. 
and endangers the beſt intereſts of the ſoul, is the 
principal boaſt of many, and gives them an air of 
conſequence ſcarcely to be borne. To the pride 
of the times, may be ded - 


e 8 ly ſpi piri. 5 pur- | 
ſues the world for itſelf alone. The things of it are 
ſuppoſed to have an intrinſic value, to which they 
have no claim. They are ſought to the neglect of 
every thing relative to the other world. The gains 
of many, if they do not keep them from the houſe 
of God, follow them thither, diſtraQ their thoughts, 
and prevent every exerciſe of real devotion: and 
there is often occaſion for the remark, that the more 
of this world's good many acquire, the leſs good 
they do, 


* 


And, perhaps, there are no ſins more prevalent, 
or more diſgrace the times, than Senſuality and De- 
bauchery. When we think how they abound among 
perſons of all ranks and deſcriptions how open 


„ D 2 they 


35 Fe 2 
1 are —how they run through the land as a mighty 
l: torrent, bearing down all the fences which law, 
whether human or divine, had raiſed againft them ; 
how can we wonder at any calamity we ſuffer, or 
} that God ſhould be avenged on ſuch a nation as 
i this? Notwithſtanding this is a chriſtian, a pro- 
„ teſtant country a country more privileged by 
Io God, than any other on the globe; the obſerving 

and faithful Watchman muſt report the rapid pro- 
| greſs of licentious principles and practices. Oh, 
| | i the number of our youth who, infected by the one, 
1 [i fall into the other, fruſtrate every promiſing hope, 
{8 ruin their health, cut ſhort their days, and bring f 
1 their Parents with ſorrow to their grave ! I forbear | 
1. to ſay what a report, unheard of in any paſt age of | 
11 our Country, the Watchman may make of the Y 
|. preſent ſtate of conjugal fidelity. There are no 
35 relations, however intimate and dear, but what many | 
in this age can wantonly diffolve ; nor any obliga- 4 
tions, however forcible, or bonds however” ſtrong 
and ſacred, but they can rend aſunder. Wonder, 
de 0 Heaven, and be aſtoniſhed, O Earth!“ 
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5 And to add but one thing more to the Watch 
| man's ill-boding report: diſſipation ; a prevailing love 
15 of pleaſure. The leaſt attention to the character of 
0 the age will diſcover that pleaſure, falſely fo called, 

irrational, unmanly, unſatisfying, momentary, and 
"8 fatal in its conſequences, is made by multitudes, 
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the buſineſt of life; the very end of living. Though 


it mocks their oraſp, they catch at it ſtill. Though 
it flies, they purſue, Though it diſappoints their 


viſionary expectations to day, it is ſought with na 


leſs eagerneſs, to-morrow. Science, virtue, religion 
plead: and they may plead, Whatever their 


charms, they have no charms for them. In this 


Zyren's voice, that of reaſon, conſcience, experi- 


ence, experience dear bought by millions, is loſt. 
It is a whiſper in a ſtorm. Not the dreadful ſtorm 


abroad not the clouds that gather blackneſs over 
their heads not the woes and dangers of their 
Country, can ſtop them in their career, or induce 


- them to ſlacken their pace, 


« 


This is the Watchman's report—his reply to the 
queſtion, © what of the night?” Should it be 


thought the ſtate of things among us, whether in 
matters civil or ſacred, has been ſeen through a 


medium too gloomy (of which, if I could be con- 
vinced, my mind would be mote at eaſe) there is 
ſtill enough to prove that the times are dark to 


| vindicate the juſtice of God, in his preſent awful 


diſpenſations—to call for humiliation, deep re- 
pentance, and fervent prayer, that God would 
revive us again, remove the tokens of his dif. 
pleaſure, and make Britain, even yet, a © name 


40 and a *** in the earth.“ -May you and I en- 


quire 


[ 22 J 
0 this day, as in the preſenoe of the all. ſeeing 
God, what hand «we may have had in the calami- 
ies of our Country, either in the duties we have 
omitted, or in the ſins with which we have been 
chargeable ; and may grace be given us to confeſs 
and lament them, Amen! 
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Sve is the preſent ſtate of our Country as to 
its civil and religious concerns, that the hearts of i 
A its real friends muſt be deeply affected. That 4 
the righteous Governor of the world has a contro 
verſy with us, and that the prevalence of vice and: 
fin, is the ground of the controverſy, there can 
be no reaſon to doubt; whatever may appear the 
immediate cauſes of thoſe calamities we ſuffer. = 3 
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The enquiry that demands the attention of all im ö 
1 theſe realms is, in what way divine judgments may 
4 be removed, the dark cloud diſperſed that now. | 
| hangs over us, and our invaluable intereſts, as a 
people, ſecured. The poſtponing this enquiry ad- 
mits of no defence, as it is what the prefent times 
loudly 
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loudty call for, and as an inattention to the call 
may bring on ſuch a night as may have no morn- 


ing to ſucceed It---cauſe Britain's ſun ſo to ſer as 
never to riſe. 


. Bleſſed be God that in the midſt of clouds and / 
darkneſs, there is ſuch ſeaſonable advice, and ſuch 
a ground of hope and encouragement, as may be found 
in that part of my text which remains ro be diſ— 
cuſſed; to which I would 


II. Direct your attention. © The day cometh, 
e and allo the night. If ye will enquire, enquire 
« ye. Return, come.” Whence we learn that 
the doom of Dumah was not inevitably fixed: that 


there was no abſolute decree by which her deſtruc- 
tion was determined — that ſhe would be yet in- 


dulged with a morning of opportunities; have ſome 


farther ſpace given her, that ſhe might enquire in 


what. way the awful threatnings of a provoked 


Deity may be averted—that immediate enquiry 
ſhould be inſtituted, as the ſpace might be but 
ſhort—and that the only ſure ground of hope was 


in a returning and coming to God,Oh1! that an 


application of theſe heads of inſtruction and of 

hope, fo eaſily made, in theory, to our Country, in | 

its preſent unhappy ſituation, might be effectually. 
and ee made by God ad [= 


ES 


To 1 
As che doom of Dumah was not irrevocably 
fixed ; may we not indulge the thought that Bri- 
tain's is not? Though God has raiſed up, and 
commiſſioned, no Prophet to relieve the anxious 
breaſts of thouſands among us who ſee and be- 
wail the character of the times, and are ſenſible 
what the righteous Governor of the world might 
do; that very anxiety is ſome token for good. As 
the Prophet's meſſage was a warning, when it 
might have been an abſolute denunciation ſuch 
the language of God may be in his judgments that 
are abroad in the earth, and which he has cauſed 
us deeply to feel. From what we muſt know of 
the goodneſs of God, which cafts ſuch a luſtre on all 
his other perfection from the many declarations 
he has made of his compaſſion and long ſuffering 
and from the various inſtances in holy writ, in 
which it is ſeen, that the final blow was not ſtruck 
until (if I may fo ſpeak) he was compelled to ſtrike 
it; may we not hope that the abſolutely irreverſible 
ſentence. is not gone forth againſt us? Though 
no certain inference can be drawn as to what awaits 
a Country from the length of time the deluge was 
ſaſ,nded; from the divine declaration that, on 
Abraham's interceſſion, the cities of the plain would . 
have been ſpared, had ten righteous perſons been 
found in them; from God's conduct to Nineveh - 
after Jonah's proclamation in her ſtreets, that in 
my * that great city ſhould be deſtroyed; 
from 


[ 2; -J 


from his long and aſtoniſhing patience with his an- 


cient people the Jews amidſt their dreadful. pro- 
vocations ; from the often repeated, and moſt mov- 
ing meſſages he ſent before the deſtruction of their 
city and temple, and their being carried away cap- 
tive to Babylon; or even from that moſt ſtriking 
demonſtration, that triumph of divine grace and 
compaſſion to fallen, guilty men, the. miſſion of his 
only Son into the world to effect their ſalvation, not 
only by his doctrine and example, but his ſuffer- 
ings and death on the croſs; we are encouraged 


| from ſuch inſtances: of divine procedure to hope 


that we are not abſolutely © appointed to wrath,” 
and that the eternal night of Britain is not 
at hand. Britain has, I truſt, her © ſeven 
e thouſands who have not bowed the knee unto 
% Baal; who, in times of great degeneracy, 
both in principles and practice, have © held faſt 
<« the form of ſound words once delivered to the 
ct Saints, and ſtemmed the torrent which ſo aw. 
fully threatens to deluge the land : and, though no 
certain concluſion can be drawn from this, that 
God's avenging hand will be ſtayed (for in the 
wreck of nations, and the cruſh of worlds, his peo- 


ple would be ſafe) it does ſcatter a few beams of 


hope, and cauſe ſome light to ariſe in the midft of 
preſent gloom and darkneſs. Let the thought be 
indulged, that God may yet be intreated for a 
nation laden with iniquities : and let it be the en- 
ee E courage- 
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26 J 
couragement of thoſe who have eſcaped the com- 


mon contagion, to be earneſt and fervent in prayer 
to God, that in the midſt of judgment he would 


remember mercy, and ſanctify and remove the pre- 


ſent tokens of his juſt diſpleaſure. Let thoſe who, 


like Eli, are © fitting by the way fide watching, 
« their hearts trembling for the ark of God,“ take 


encouragement from what God is, hath ſaid and 
done ; to plead for their Eountry, in its deareſt in- 


tereſts. | 444 "- * 12 * in 


We have, as a nation, ſomething of Dumah's 
morning---* the morning cometh” - ſome farther 
ſpace granted for reflection and repentance. Though 
engaged in a war deſtructive beyond any the page 
of hiſtory records, and over which humanity weeps, 
ke * Rachel for her children, refuſing to be 
comforted; this Country is not its ſeat: nor are 
we in that ſtate of inſurrection and anarchy at 
home; the apprehenſion of which has been ſo in- 
duſtriouſly propagated. The iſſue of another cam- 
paign is hid from us by an impenetrable veil, in | 
common with every future event. -In this eventful 


period, the preſent ſeems a ſpace allotted us to 


urge every plea with God---to try every means--- 
that he may yet be propitious, pour out a ſpirit of 
penitence and prayer, and ſave a guilty land. Not- 
withſlanding the prevalence of error in doctrine, 
and fin in practice; the © candleſtick is not yet 
ce taken 


o 
* a 


[ 7 ] 


« taken out of its place: we have ſtill the waters 
of the Sanctuary, the pure ſtream of the word of 
God; and the bread of life is yet handed out as 
the ſoul's daily repaſt. There are ſtill Miniſters | 
among us, approved, ſent of God, faithful to 
their truſt, whom nothing can draw from their al- 
legiance to the Son of God, or the diſcharge of 
thoſe duties which are, any way, connected with 
the ſalvation of ſouls. While the voice of ſuch 
Watchmen is heard among us as “ watch for ſouls 
te as thoſe that muſt give an account; and make 
their report, alike uninfluenced by. the ſmiles and 
frowns of any; I muſt hope there is yet ſpace for 
repentance——that Britain's day of grace is not 
cloſed. While the great King of Heayen and 
earth delays to call home his Embaſſadors, it 
ſhould ſeem there is room left (if I may ſo ſpeak) 
for negociation—for ſuch conceſſions on our part 
as our ingratitude, diſobedience and rebellion. cal] 
for:; and the availing ourſelves of Jeſus, the alone 
Mediator between God and man; whoſe media- 
torial intereſt may be obtained, and which never 
fails to end the awful controverſy, wherever there 
is, in the offending party, a ſpirit of penitence, 
faith and prayer. 


As Dumah, in her night, either of character, or 
divine diſpenſation, might enquire—“ if ye will 
© enquire*'—and as this is urged upon her in the 
| E 2 criſis 


(4 1 


eriſis of her ſtate ENG YIRE ye” may ve not 


conſider ourſelves as a people, addreſt in the ſame 
language? If ye will enquire,” i. e. if ye are 
rouſed from your ſecurity; brought to an appre- 
henſion of your danger; at all in earneſt about your 
ſafety and deliverance; and really willing to make 
ſuch enquiries as the ſtate into which you have 
brought yourſelves, calls for ; * enquire.” As 
there is occaſion, and neceſſity ; ſo there is leave 
for enquiry. + However degenerate we are, and 
whatever judgments are now, either threatened or 

felt; I would hope it is not too late to enquire 
into the juſt and affecting cauſe of God's contro- 


verſy with us, and the ſteps neceſſary to be taken 


to end it. If we are, in any degree, raiſed to a 


ſenſe and feeling of our character and ſtate; the 
ſinfulneſs of the one, and danger of the other; and 
find any inclination or wiſh to enter into the cauſe 


and reaſon of the preſent thickening: cloud, and the 
way in which it may be prevented from burſting 
upon us; it is not too late. God has not, I truſt, 
ſaid to us as to Ephraim of old,“ Ephraim is 
« joined to Idols; let him alone.” He has long 
ſtriven by. his Word and Spirit: he is now friviog 
by the judgments of his hand : bur there is yet room 
left to enquire, if we have the heart; and to addrefs 
to God this prayer, © Shew us wherefore thou con- 
ce tendeſt with us,” 8 


=_ r 


- T1 _ : 
As Dumah, on a ſuppoſition that ſhe had taken 
the alarm, and was now willing.to enquire, is put 
upon it, and urged to it, by the Prophet“ if ye 
« will enquire,' enquire ye“ —ſo are we loudly 
called to this to inyeſtigate the diſpenſation as it 
relates'both to God and ourſelves ; and to ſuffer-no 
time to be loſt. If: the preſent opportunity. for an 
enquiry is not improved, it may never return. 


It is no ſmall part of our great duty and intereſt, 
as a people, to enquire into the true cauſe of the pre- 
ſent tokens of divine diſpleaſure. The enquiry that 
ſuits. the times muſt enter, not only into the real and 
comparative ſtate of virtue and religion in the 
natio2 ; but into the evil and aggravation of thoſe 
fins which are our diſgrace and danger. Thetimes 
eſpecially call for minds deeply affected with ſin; 
as it is, in us, the vileſt-ingratitude ; the moſt un- 
natural rebellion; and as its conſequences are ex. 
tenſive and awful. It is no eaſy thing to under- 
ſtand ſin in its exceeding ſinfulneſs, and the deadly 
poiſon it contains. What many conſider a light 
matter, and admit, without thought, into their 
boſoms and general practice, is a more dreadful 
thing than I can poſſibly tell you. It is a ſword in 
our bowels; a mill-ſtone that will fink both foul 
and body; the world's greateſt- plague, and the 
ſource. of all its calamities. It is that worm upon 
the tree that deſtroys all its fruit, and every leaf 
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that worm at the root which will, in the end, prove 
the deſtruction of the tree itſelf. It removes the 
Goſpel; the bright Sun of this dark world; as we 
ſee in the ſeven Aſiatic churches. It provokes God 
to depart from individuals, families, churches, 
kingdoms. It caſt down angels from their exalted 
ſeats---loſt paradiſe to man brought with it diſ- 
eaſe of every painful name, all the © ills that 
« fleſh is heir to, and death, ſtill more to be 
dreaded. This drowned the world---rained fire 
and brimſtone on Sodom and Gomorrah- brought 
down. all the plagues which Egypt and Iſrael knew. 
—and cauſed the humiliation, ſufferings and death 
of the Son of God himſelf, To this ever-flowing 
ſource of ills are we to look as the cauſe of the 
preſent dreadful war, and every. national judgment, 
whoever may appear the immediate inſtruments. 
« They are the rod; the hand is thine.” Oh! 
then, let no ſoul in this place look on ſin as a trifle, 
or jeſt with it. The wiſe neither will, nor can. 
Let us make conſcience of even the leaſt ſin ; ever 
conſidering it in the light caſt upon it by God's in- 
fallible word. Such an enquiry as bids faireſt to diſ- 
'cover what fin js, in its nature and conſequences, 
is loudly called for in the preſent exigence of our 
Country. It is an indiſpenſable thing. There will 
be no humiliation, or ſincere and deep repentance, 
without a conviction of the evil nature and dread- 
ful tendency of ſin : which conviction will not be 

wrovght 


Et 3 - 
wrought without that enquiring urged on Dumah, 
in my text, But, Oh, how difficult do the Lord's 
Watchmen find it to direct the thoughts of men 
to, and fix them upon, even thoſe things which 
are, at once, the moſt ſeaſonable and neceſſary ! 
The Souls of men are ſo occupied with the buſineſt 
and pleaſures of this life, that no room is left for 
that with which every thing moſt valuable for 
time and ae is n connected. 


tl jo I = 1 add, Po _ „ has 
the beſt intereſt of his Country at heart, will ſay 
to all within the reach of his addreſs, “ if ye will 
« enquire, enquire ye“ what ſteps are necęſſary to 
be taken fur averting divine diſpleaſure, and removing 
its awful tokens. This is the grand enquiry, and 
muſt have entered into the meſſage which God 


ſent by his Prophet to Dumah. If we, as a peo- 
ple, would not prolong a controverſy, dreadful in 
its iſſue, it muſt be of the greateſt moment to 


know what an offended God expects. « What 
« does the Lord our God require?“ is the queſ- 
tion that ſhould run through the Land. A ſolu- 
tion ſhould be ſought from the hiſtory of divine 
diſpenſations, and the cloſeſt attention to the 
Revelation God has ſo graciouſly made to man- 
kind. | 
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That the people to whom the Prophet was ſent 
might be at no loſs as to the way in which 
threatened judgments might be prevented, he adds, 
«© RETURN. Cong.“ They had revolted from 
God; and muſt now tread back their ſteps, They 
had rebelled againſt him; and muſt now return to 


their allegiance. They had, probably, fallen into 


the great ſin of that early period, Idol worſhip. A 
God jealous of his honour, had noticed and re- 
ſented this. Their proſperous and happy day de- 
Clines in clouds and darkneſs: and they are, in 
mercy, exhorted and commanded to come to 
come to Jehovah; to humble themſelves as a people, 
before him; and to renounce, from the heart, 
every other object of e abedrence and de- 


WM 


And we ſee in dis our own Sent ns ry in- 
niet only ſure ground on which to hope 


that the God whom we have offended will be re- 


conciled, and his Wages arm n ſlayed;- 

There can have been no wh in the repreſen- 
tation made in the former part of this diſcourſe; 
and all my obſervations muſt have deceived me; 
if there has not been a * departure from the living 
« God,” both in ſpirit and practice: and in 
nothing ſhort of a RETURN to him can we hope 


for the removal of preſent calamities, or the pre- 
vention 


CES, 


vention of greater.— In order to this Return, there 
muſt he a conviction wrought that we have re- 
volted from God; and a real and deep ſenſe of 
our folly and crime in this. When Communities 
return, there will be a fight of themſelves in ſuch. 
a paſſage as we find, Iſai. j. 2, 4. Hear O 
7 heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord 
ce hath ſpoken ; I have nouriſhed and brought up 
> children, and they have rebelled againſt me. 
ce Ah! ſinful nation, a people laden with iniquities, 
«© a ſeed of evil doers, children that are corrupters : 
« they have forſaken the Lord; they have pro- 
ee voked the Holy One of Iſrael to anger; they, 
ct are gone away backward.” The returning of a 
people begins with deep and . thought on the 
way they have taken. They review life, ald take an 
account of duties omitted, the degree in which 
they have lived as © without God in the world,” 


* 


and perverted their way. Their view is directed to | 


thoſe intellectual and moral powers they have neg- 
lected to cultivate; talents miſapplied; ſins commit- 
ted againſt God, their fellow-creatures, and them- 
ſelves; and the overtures of mercy and grace in 
Chriſt, ſo long lighted; However applicable ta 
them the charge brought againſt Iſrael might once 
have been, Ifracl does not know ; my people do 
ce not conſider none faith, what have Ldone ;” it is 
not ſo now. Their return begins in conſideration: 
and thoſe very things they before thought on the 


„ leaſt, 
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leaſt, are now moſt preſent to the mind. — 
people, on their return to God, have a ſight and 
feeling that the way they rook on their forſaking 
him, was that of error and danger. They have 
now a deep conviction that their manner of life 
had, in reality, nothing to recommend it; and 
that every thing was fallacious by which they had 
reconciled themſelves to a negle& of God and 
Chriſt, and gained eaſe in a ſinful courſe. They 
wonder they had not always ſeen that their 
general conduct muſt, of neceſſity, have been diſ- 
pleaſing to God]; that it was inconſiſtent with every 
obligation under which they had been laid; and 
that it led to diſgrace, miſery and ruin, The 
impreſſions made on the ſouls of a returning people, 
are not ſuperficial and tranſient, as the * morning 
« cloud and the early dew ;” but deep and laſting : 
and they are an, aſtoniſhment to themſelves that 
they ſhould have remained ſo long without a heart 


properly affected.— This ſerious thoughtfulneſs, and 


deep conviction, are always ſucceeded by ſhame and 
humiliation, in a returning people. They enter 
into Ephraim's language, Jer. xxxi. 19. © Surely 
ce after that 1 was turned, 1 repented : and after 
cc that I was inſtructed, I ſmote upon my thigh; 
de J was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, becauſe 
« T bore the reproach of my youth.” They can 
adopt the words of Judah and Iſrael, chap. iv. 25. 
cc. We lie down! in our ſhame, and our confuſion 
; = . covereth 


. | 

« covereth us; for we have ſinned againſt the 
ce Lord our God, from our youth even to this day, 
© and have not obeyed the yoice of the Lord our 
« God.” And thoſe of Daniel, chap. ix. 7, 8. 
« O Lord, righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee ; but 
ce unto us confulion of faces, as at this day. O 
« Lord, to us belongeth confuſion of face, to our 
« Kings, to our Princes, to our Fathers, becauſe 
« we have ſinned againſt thee,” The return 
which faves a people when every thing lies at ſtake, 
and which brings back a departing glory, is at- 
tended with a ſight of themſelves as unworthy, ſin- 
ful creatures in the preſence of God. In the con- 
ſideration of God as the giver of that life they 
have miſpent, of thoſe powers they have milapplied, 
and thoſe adyantages, moſt graciouſly vouchſafed, 
which they have neglected to improve; they are 
filled with ſhame and remorſe, What they once 
thought trifles, now lie with great and painful 
weight upon the heart, When a returning people 


think againſt hm they have ſinned; the centre of 


every poſſible excellence and perfection : the God 
and Father of Jeſus; and moſt kindly willing 
to become their God and Father—and againſt 
what they have ſinned: the greateſt mercy and 
| grace that could be revealed; the convictions and 
remonſtrances of their own hearts, in their calmeſt 
moments; and their own beſt intereſts in every 
period of their being; they are filled with com- 

F 2 | punction 


5 


punction and ſotrrow— that godly forrow that 
“ workerh repentance.” He that ſees in ſecret 
can witneſs the lamentations they utter over their 
vain thoughts, ſinful deſires, corrupt affections, 
and criminal purſuits. They are ready to wiſh 
with the Prophet « Oh, that my head were water, 
« and mine eyes fountains of tears:” and how 
freely ſoever they may flow, they appear as nothing 
when compared with the number and aggravation 
of their offences. Hence follows a molt earneſt 
application to divine mercy and grace through 
Chriſt, the only medium of a ſinner $ return unto 
God. Their language is that of David, © againſt 
85 thee, thee only have I ſinned, and done this evil 


« in thy Geht.” From a N that it is the 


prerogative of God to forgive ſin; that, through 
Chriſt, he is propitious; they make no delay in 
their application: and however far, or long, they 
have wandered from God, they indulge ſome hope 
that he ec will think upon them that they periſh 
« not.” They uſe thoſe pleas, and only thoſe, 
which he has put into their mouths : his mercy 
and grace, which are boundleſs like his nature; the 
merits and righteouſneſs of his Son ; his exceeding 
rich and precious promiſes; his conduct in paſt 
ages, wherever there was penitence, faith and 
prayer; and their own loſt condition, if God be 
not reconciled to them. They are importunate, 

as 


fn 1 


as for the life of thew ſouls; and are unwilling 


to leave the throne of grace without fame. com- 


fortable perſuaſion that they ſhall obtain the free 


and full remiſſion of all fin ; grace to renew and 
change the heart, and all the aſſiſtance they will 
need, in entering upon, and purſuing the path of 


the juſt. The prayer of Ephraim is moſt cordi- 


ally theirs; * Turn thou me, . 1 ſhall be 
«& rurned,” 


This is the Returning we, of this age, want; 
and to which we are loudly called by the preſent 
critical conjuncture of our national affairs. Such 
great and unexpected events have ariſen z fo far be- 
yond human calculation are thoſe, not only of the 
next campaign, but the next month; and in ſuch 

an unexampled degree do the nations of the earth 
( (not excepting our own) ſeem, if I may ſo ſpeak, 
out of joint; that a return to God is a thing nat 
to be delayed, as it is abſolutely neceſſary to the 


being of any thing in the breaſt that can be n 
eaſe and comfort. But, | 


In addition to the Watchman's exhortation, 
* Return;” Dumah muſt © Couxꝰ unto God. 
And this finiſhes the meſſage of the Prophet: 
which, ſhort as it is, contains all that is ne- 
ceſſary to avert divine Judgments, and fave a 
Pg | 2 
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This Coming to God is the great duty and in- 
tereſt of Britain. 1 have no love to my Country, 


if it is not my ardent wiſh and fervent prayer, 


that the language of all within the realm might be 


that of God's returning people of old (Jer. iii. 22.) 


«© Behold we come unto Thee, for Thou ur the 


ce Lord our God.“ 


There can be no coming to God that will fave a 
people, or a ſoul, without a conviction that a ſtate 
of diſtance from him is a ſtate of fin and danger. 
Whether our hearts have been habitually eſtranged, 


or we have forgotten our covenant engagements; we 
do not come unto God until we are made ſenſible 
we are ſinners in proportion to the degree in which 
our affections have been alienated from him, and 


the diſtance to which we have gone. 


When a people are brought to God, they ſe 


themſelves, thoſe objects they purſue, and the 
world itſelf, as nothing, without Him. Whether 


they attend to thoſe wants which are inſeparable 
from human nature, the capacities of an immortal 


ſpirit, or thoſe ſcenes they muſt paſs through; 


they ſee nothing ſhort of God they can have re- 
courſe to, or on which they can place their de- 
pendance. When they conſider they have an evil 


heart to ſubdue, various graces to cultivate, many 


difficult duties to diſcharge, enemies to encounter, 
obſtacles t to ſurmount, trying afflictions to be borne 
with 


Gt 9] 
with patience and fortitude, death to conflict with, 
an *ternity to enter upon, and a deſcending Judge 


to meet; every created good and earthly ne 
vaniſhes from their thoughts. 


When the Watchman's earneſt exhortation 
to o come,“ is brought home to the hearts of a 
degenerate people, they not only fee that © truly 
ce in vain is ſalvation hoped for from the hills, or 
cc from the multitude of mountains ;” but that 
God is the only all- ſufficient good; that there is no 
difficulty, perſonal or public, from which He can- 
not extricate; no enemy beyond the reach of his 
arm ; no impending eyil, which he cannot prevent, 
or ſam of felicity but he can beſtow. They diſ- 
cern in the power, wiſdom and grace of God in 
Chriſt what is ſufficient for the ſupply of every 
want, aſſiſtance in every duty, perſevering ſtrength 
and firmneſs, light in the darkeſt ſeaſons of lite, 
guidance through the .gloomy vale of death, and 
every thing requiſite to their eternal ſalvation. 
Amidſt all the changes that may take place in 
themſelves, the objects of their fondeſt hopes, the 
community, or the world around them, they ſee in 
God an unchangeable good. They conceive. of 
every valuable intereſt ſecure, and themſelves bleſt 


for eternity, if God will but . receive them 
when they come. 


If we, as individuals, or a nation, are prevailed 
upon to come unto God, we ſhall make a cordial and 


ſolemn 
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ſhall be no more, theſe elements melt with fervent 
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ſolemn furrender of ourſelves unto Him. We ſhall be 


able to appeal to him who ſees and knows all things, 


that it is out grief that we were ever drawn from out 


allegiance, and that it is now the genuine deſire of 
our hearts that all the powers and paſſions of our 
natures may be ſanctifled, ernployed in the divine 
ſervice, and fixed on thoſe objects the Saviour 
directs. We ſhall enter into folemn covenant en- 


gagements with God, devoting every power to his 


command, and every intereſt to his N And 
1 ſhalt only add, that ” 

When a guilty people take the alarm, attend to 
ſeaſonable advice, and * come” unto God, they 
place their whole dependance vpon him. They 
rely on his ſovereign mercy, in a Redeemer, for the 


Pardon of their fins, however numerous or aggra- 


vated; the juſtification of their perſons, and the ſalva- 
tion of their ſouls. His promiſes, and the experience 
of thoſe in every age, who have made him their 
refuge, encourage their hope and confidence when 
looking forward into life, with all its unforeſeen 
events; and to a period more diftarit ſtill. When 


ftorms rife, and tempeſts beat vpon them, their 


only ſhekter is God. In a world of danger, their 
chofen © defence is the munition of rocks;” and 
their truſt in God, through Chriſt, that their fouls 
will be ſafe, and every thing moſt dear to them, 
when the objects of their former guilty dependance 


heat, 


1 
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heat, this earth, and all that is" theseiſt, burnt up. 
In their worldly purſuits they will eye a providen- 
tial hand, look up to God for ſucceſs, and his bleſ- 
ſing on their gains, that they may be really ſuch. 
Under bodily affliction they will keep clear of the 
blot in the character of a gaod King, Aſa, wha 
placed a dependance on his Phyſicians ta the neg- 
lect of God. And in the midſt of exiſting political 
evils and dangers ; when wars, and rumours of 
wars, diſtract and convulſe the world; they laok 
beyond ſecond cauſes. Their attention is fixed on 
the King of Kings, the Lord of Hoſts, who rides 
in the ſtorm, directs the tempeſt, brings order out 

of confuſion, and is purſuing one grand ſcheme 
of wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and goodneſs, through 
every ſucceſſion of age and events. When the 
confidence and boaſt of others is in the wiſdom of 
councils, national reſources, martial bravery and 
{kill, fleets, armies, and powerful allies; they look 
unto the © Lord from whom cometh their belp,” 
and before whom * all nations are as the drop of 
© the bucket, and the ſmall duſt of the balance.” 
Amidſt the utmoſt exertion to ſtop the progreſs of 
oppoſing arms, repel invaſion, and fave their 
country ; their hope is God, and their arms 
penitence, faith and prayer, | 


O Britain! thus to ENQUIRE, RETURN, COME, 


would chace away thy preſent clouds and darkneſs, 
8 cauſe 
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cauſe the a FEW from on high to viſit thee, and 
make a happy change on the face of every thing 


within thy borders. That prevailing want of 
principle; omiſſion of great and eſſential duties; 
careleſneſs and negligence with which duties, not 
wholly laid aſide, are diſcharged that Pride, 
Earthly-mindedneſs, Senſuality, Debauchery, Diſ- 
ſipation, and love of pleaſure; which are now thy. 
Gifgrace and danger, would ceaſe from within thee. 

From this ſubject | 

1. Min1sTzss are inſtructed as to the nature of, 
their office and duty. | 

They are Watchmen. The dangers to which 
mankind are expoſed, furniſhed: the unhappy occa- 
ſion for the office to which God, in his great kind- 
neſs, appointed them. They watch for ſouls,” 
which are of ineſtimable worth, and expoſed from. 


every quarter, 


While they are held up to the obſervation of 
others, they are to be conſtant and attentive ob- 
ſervers; informing themſelves of every thing un- 
friendly to the beſt intereſt of men; and ſuffering 
nothing to paſs that may have conſequences either 
fatal or injurious. Amidſt general views, their 
more eſpecial attention muſt be paid to what may 
be ſeen from thoſe watch towers where providence | 
has appointed them their ſtand, They muſt no- 
tice whatever bears even the ſemblance of a de- 


parture from the © glorious goſpel of the bleſſed. 
G od, 25 
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God,“ bodes ill to ſouls, or the progreſs of the 
Redeemer's cauſe. Their eye muſt be upon thoſe 
who enter the gates, that their ſpirit and views may 
be diſcovered : they muſt give the alarm when they 
ſee even a ſpark of diſcord and rebellion ; and 
never forget that order and happy ſecurity for which 
the Watchman's office was appointed. 
- They muſt be ever ready; and eaſy of acceſs; 
ſhewing no reſerve or lordly diſtance to thoſe whoſe 
ſervants they are, and for whoſe ſouls they watch. 
The circumſtance of prieſtly having been ever 
brought forward as an epithet to pride, is a hint by 
which miniſters may profit. So vaſt is their debr 
of obligation whom God V has accounted faithful, 
putting them into the miniſtry ;** ſo little is the ut- 
moſt they can do when compared with the wants and 
danger of the ſouls of men; and ſuch the chriſtian 
ſyſtem in all its parts; and his meek and lowly 
mind to whom they are indebted for it; that if 
there be any one office in which a diſtant, haughty 
carriage and behaviour is more wrong ow! in any 
bother, it is a miniſter's. 

The Lord's Watchmen muſt encourage enquiry, 
and moſt cordially welcome all who wiſh informa- 
tion. They will ſeek out thoſe who, under dark- 
neſs and great anxiety, are backward and diffi- 
dent; and cauſe them to know how much it is 
their wiſh, through grace, to aſſiſt and relieve. 


T here i is no conceivable act, or degree, of kindneſs 
| G 2 that 
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that does not become a Miniſter, and. «dvr his 
character,. 

And ſince the Lord's Watchmen _ thoſe 4 
whom all needful information will be expected ; no 
pains ſnould be ſpared, on their part, that enquirers 
may never return without an anſwer ſuited to their 
caſe. If an Apoſtle could aſæ © who is ſufficient 
« for theſe things, what conſtant and cloſe atten- 
tion ſhould uninſpired Miniſters pay to the ſtudy of 
the ſcriptures—the human heart, in all its mazes—. 
the world, with its innumerable ſnares and tempta- 
tions and the endleſs devices of the grand enemy 
of ſouls: with what pleaſure ſhould they avail 


_ themſelves of all the aſſiſtance they can gain from 


the converſe, experience and writings of others: 
and how fervent in daily prayer to God ſor his 
Spirit to enlighten and enlarge their minds, 
and lead them into all F and — 
truth ! 

And they ſhould be ever faithful in hole report; 
and in anſwering every enquirer. They muſt de- 
liver the Lord's meſſage in the face of every dif- 
ficulty and danger. We read, 1 Kings xxii. 6. of 


no leſs than 400 Prophets who knew what their 


King wiſhed, and propheſied accordingly. What 
was proper to he done - what the probable event 
was nothing ; but what would gratify Ahab. What 
times muſt thoſe be when 400 ſuch Prophets could 
be 0 ſoon convened | T hey could pot be far from 
a wieked 


LT 'Þ 
a wicked: court; which has ever been found the 


beſt ſoil for ſuch baneful plants. Happy for the 
world if the race of ſuch Prophets was extinct . 


Happy for Britain if all who profeſs to preach the 
Goſpel did really preach it! There are tempta- 
tions to © handle the word of God deceitfully —- 
to © heal the hurt of the daughter of God's people, 
ce ſlightly, ſaying peace, peace, when there is no 
ce peace” to propheſy ſmooth and ſbothing 
things, even when the moſt rouſing and alarming 
ſhould be proclaimed. If Miniſters yield to theſe 
temptations; framing their. diſcourſes to the cor- 
rupt taſte of the age, or the ſinful bent of any: if 
this is not their firſt queſtion, what is truth, and 
what do the ſouls of their heavers moſt want ; and 
if their miniſtrations do not uniformly: correſpond 
with a juſt ſolution; of this queſtion ; they have tht 
lines and features of thoſe times ſerving, flatteringy 


baſe Prophets whom Ahab aſſembled. It is an 


awful charge, Jer. v. 30, 31. A wonderful and 


« horrible thing is committed in the land. The 


« Prophets propheſy. falſely, and the Prieſts bear 
« rule by their means; and my people love to 
« have it ſo. And what will ye do in the end 
ce thereof? Dear-bought popularity, the ſmiles of 
Courts and Kings, or all this world can offer, when 
the want of faithfulneſs is the price. Let Miniſters 
ever dare to be true to their principles, oppoſe er- 
ror, reprove ſins of every name, report every evil 
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and danger they ſee, ſearch their Country's deepeſt 
wounds with the moſt ſteady and faithful hand, 


overturn every falſe hope and dependance of man; 
and point out the only way in which the judgments 


of God can be averted, and his favour ſecured; 


enquiring, returning, coming to uy ce while it 1s 


ee called to day.” 


From the ſubject we learn, 1: . 

2. The Duty and Intereſt of a Prop, when- 
ever the e of God are n 8 
or felt. 1 ; 

The enguiring, Wie}: coming, ” Kindly 5 


ſeaſonably urged on Dumah, in her night, are 


recommended to us on "every. ground whether 


Baan the: divine. 
Nothing can be more ft and proper i. in hl 


If there has been a departure from God in all, or 


any of thoſe ways I have reported; and if we are 
evidently under the "tokens of divine diſpleaſure ; 
and know not how ſoon heavier calamities may fall 
upon us than we now feel ; what ſteps can we take 
better ſuited to our condition? To enquire, under 
the encouragement of this hope that our doom is 
not ſo fixed but that enquiry may yet be made 
to return to him from whom we have moſt un- 
gratefully and criminally revolted, with deep hu- 
miliation and repentance—and to come, acknow- 
ledging his indiſputable and unalienable right to 


us, ſurrendering our whole ſelves at the foot of his 
throne, 
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throne, K moſt Glima engagements to 
be his and his only, availing ourſelves of the media- 
tion of Chriſt, through whom he can be © juſt and 
« yet juſtify”* a ſinful. rebellious people on their 
return; muſt appear to every perſon, if not loſt to 
thought and egen, the beſt courſe that can be 
taken. 8 

. That a back liding people ſhould ht 
wack every ſtep they have taken from God—and 
be reſtored to their duty and allegiance, is the ſub- 
jet of Divine Command. If we look to paſt ages 
to times of great degeneracy, and almoſt univerſal 


revolt—and attend to thoſe meſſages God ſent by 


his © Servants the Prophets, riſing up early and 
« ſending them 2 can we doubt for a moment 
what the will and command of God is? That the 
houſhold of faith ſhould remain faithful to death; 
and that ſuch as have revolted from him (as mul- 
titudes in this nation, and, perhaps, ſome among 
my hearers this day, have done) ſhould return, ac- 
cept his gracious offers, and be reconciled, while 
the ſeaſon laſts; is the general purport of divine 
Revelation. The Bible is a ſealed book to me if 
this is not its ſpirit and meaning, © Let the wicked 
« forſake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
ce thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and 
& he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, 
« and he will abundantly pardon.” „ O Iſrael! 
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«K found,” 


In the patience and neee of God, and * * 


- wonderful method he has deviſed for the pardon and 
 falvation of a guilty people, we have a loud call, and 


moſt powerful motive, to « enquire, return and 

« come.” When we look through our Cities, 
Towns, Villages, and obſerve the dreadful deprava- 
tion of manners, notwithſtanding the advantages we 


enjoy ſuperior to thoſe of any other Country when 


we look into our Churches, Families, and our 
own Hearts — the firſt thing that ſtrikes the mind, 
reſpecting God, is his patience. How can we 
think how long he has been waiting to be gracious; 
and of the moſt kind, compaſſionate and moving 

meſſages he has ſent; and not feel ourſelves drawn 
to God; to that enquiring while we may enquire, 
and that returning and coming, urged upon 
Dumah in the night in which ſhe was involved? 
Oh! that every ſoul here, and throughout the land, 
might feel the import of the Apoſtle's queſtian, 
Rom. ii. 4. * Deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his 
et goodneſs, and forbearance, and long- ſuffering, 
« not knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth 
et to repentance.” T cannot think of a ſingle 
bleſſing continued to ſuch a people as we, but what 


contains the ſame meſſage to us as God ſent to 


Dumah, If ye will __— enquire ye. Re- 
| <« turn, 
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te turn, come, is the language of the grant of this 


ſolemn hour, and every moment added to our 


forfeited lives, But if there be any one point in 
which all the lines of heavenly attraction meet, it 


is the mediation of Chriſt—that aſtoniſhing pro- 
viſion for the pardon, juſtification, and ſalvation of 


a guilty people on their enquiry and return. If 
they, whoſe hearts have been long alienated or who 
have gone the fartheſt from God; could but ſee 
ſin, through the medium of the hutmiliation, 
ſufferings and death of God's only Son; and 
the grace and compaſſion of the Divine Being to 
ſinful men, as they are diſplayed in the goſpel 
method of ſalvation; I have no conception how 
they could go on in fin, delay enquiry, or refuſe to 
return and come unto God. While he is calling 


to the rebellious by the dictates of reaſon and eon- 
ſcience, and by every object and event in the natural 


and providential world; he does, as it were, arreft 
their attention and their ſouls, by the gift of his 
Son. If there are any preſent who, by their depar- 
ture from God, have contributed to the preſent 
night of their Country; let them think of the 
mercy that has ſpared them, and of the amazing 
way in which proviſion has been made for their 
reception into favour: and if they can after this, 


remain in a ſtate of diſtance and alienation, how 


loſt muſt they be to gratitude to God, and con- 
cern for theinſelves! _ 
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And there are important and happy 8 
reſulting from a ſinful people's enquiring, return- 
1ng, and coming to God. I cannot tell you how ex- 
cellent and ufeful this grace of repentance is. 
There is, if I may ſo ſpeak, a kind of omnipo- 


tence in it: I do not ſay, naturally ſo. Look 
through the records of man and nations, as con- 


tained in Scripture; and then ſay what repentance 


cannot do. Think of the many promiſes annexed 
to it, and the great and aſtoniſhing things it has 


actually accompliſhed. It works a change in 
every principle, affection and power of man— 
plucks men from the very brink of the bottomleſs 


Pit—gives them a dignity they had loſt—reſtores in- 


ternal and external peace; peace to Souls, and to 
States—keeps God in a Nation, when about 
to depart---and brings him back when departed. 
Tf this ſpirit was but diffuſed through the Land, 
God would return to us in mercy, and give our 
dangers and our fears to the wind. They who 
perſiſt in ſin—who are proof againſt the mercies 
and judgments of God—are ſo far from being 


able, by any exertions within their power, to de- 


tain a departing glory, or to reſtore one loſt bleſ- 
ſing; that they are furniſhing the dreadful reaſon 
for God's ſuſpending the tokens of his gracious 
preſence, and bringing down his judgments on the 
Land. It is the enquiring, returning Soul that ts 
bis own, and his Country's friend, The coming to 
God. 
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bai he W y of faith and obedience, i is what 


our Souls want what our Families want what is 
requiſite to the proſperity of our Churches and 
what the great and eſſential intereſts of three King- 
doms are ſupplicating for this day. I do, as it were, 
ſee your bleeding Country at your feet, beſeeching 
you to take compaſſion upon her in this night of 
her affliction. In no way can you be ſo much her 
friends, or ſo effectually adminiſter the relief ſhe 
implores, as in deep repentance, reformation, and 


fervent prayer. If the very high price of bread, 


and every neceſſary of life. the failure of trade in 
many poor and populous places---a war of un- 
equalled expence in blood and treaſure, of doubt- 
ful iſſue, and for the ſupport of which freſh bur- 
dens are laid, when the former were ſuch as thou- 
ſands were ſcarce able to bear ; are great and preſ- 
ſing ills; and if theſe ills are the reſult of national 
guilt---tokens of divine diſpleaſure on account of 
it---where is my patriotiſm, or humanity, if I 
do not hearken to the Watchman of Dumah, when, 
like my Country, ſhe had a departing God, and a 
departing glory to deplore? What an idle, ſenſe- 
leſs boaſt is Love of Country, and attachment to the 
Britiſh Conftitution, in thoſe who are devoted to 
pleaſure, or live in a ſtate of open, or ſecret rebel- 
lion againſt the great Lord of Heaven and Earth ! 
They are the enemies from whom Britain has moſt 


to fear, Their ſins are pregnant with every national 
8 evil. 
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Ob! may we, of chis "Aſſembly, be kept clear 
of thoſe crimes which have provoked. the Al- 
mighty to anger; plead daily with God for our . 
Country, and prove ourſelves its real friends by $0 
chat ec e Phich b cxpteth A nation.“ 
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